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Galena UMC 
Recovery & ReTurn Report 

June 16, 2021  Week #52 

Galena’s  

ReTurn Team 
Dale Henze – Chair 

Dennis Irwin   

Charlene Price  

Patricia Allen–Stewart 

Bill & Sherry Marc 

Jay & Hillary Dickerson  

Dave & Judy Biegon 

Karen Hughes 

Darcy Muehliep 

Pastor Catiana McKay 

Weekly Update … from Dale  

Most of you have heard the announcement by our governor re-
garding things opening up completely in our state. Our committee 
and church staff has prayed and discussed at great length how we 
are reopening. As you know, we will continue our 10:30 am Sun-
day worship services at Recreation Park through July 4 th 
and resume worship in our sanctuary on July 11 th . A major rea-
son for this is simply the current state of the sanctuary. Without 
the church “physically” in shape to reopen, it just wouldn’t seem 
much like church. As you can imagine, making any decision re-
garding opening up the church has been incredibly difficult given 
the fluidity of the situation regarding the virus. So, please under-
stand that the above schedule could change if the status of the 
spread of the virus changes.  

Notes …from Charlene  …  As we continue our in-persons gatherings, let us not forget 
how important our phone calls and notes are. “Staying in touch” truly blesses both the giver and the receiv-

er in all times. Heart connections never grow old. Hold our church family close. 

It is important to us that everyone who is a part of The Galena United Methodist Church feel 
connected. As always, let us know how we can help in any way. We covet your prayers for wis-
dom and greatly appreciate your patience and understanding as we try to do what we think is 
the best thing to do for our church family. Obviously, there are a variety of opinions regarding 
how things should be reopened, but we appreciate your willingness to support this plan and 
protect the unity of our church. We will get through this! And we cannot wait for all to gather 
again in our beautiful and historic church building! 

The Smartest People 
 

A doctor, a lawyer, a little boy, and a pastor were out for a Sunday afternoon flight on a small private plane. 
Suddenly, the plane developed engine trouble. Despite the best efforts of the pilot, the plane started to go 
down. Finally, the pilot grabbed a parachute, yelled to the passengers that they had better jump, and then 
he bailed out. 
Unfortunately, there were only three parachutes remaining. The doctor grabbed one and 
said, “I’m a doctor, I save lives, so I must live,”  and jumped out. 
The lawyer then said, “I’m a lawyer and lawyers are the smartest people in the world. I deserve to live.” He 
also grabbed a parachute and jumped. 
The pastor looked at the little boy and said, “My son, I’ve lived a long and full life. You are young and have 
your whole life ahead of you. Take the last parachute and live in peace.” 
The little boy handed the parachute back to the pastor and said, “Not to worry, pastor. The smartest man in 
the world just took off with my backpack.” 
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Blessings … from Pastor Catiana 
So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we don ot give up.  

So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all...Galatians 6:9–10 

From the very beginning, Christian believers have gathered for worship, prayer, instruction, and 

“breaking bread” to remember Jesus, the One who called them into one Body, the Church. Less than two 

months after the death and resurrection of Jesus, the believers “were all together in one place” (Acts 2:1). 

For two millennia Christians have continued to gather, assured of the promise of Jesus that,  

 “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them” (Matthew 18:20).  

The coronavirus pandemic has challenged churches to continue being the Church without gathering in 
person. In many places we have met that challenge by meeting online, live streaming worship, providing 
instructions for worship at home, and finding other ways to connect. Throughout 2020 and into 2021, 
congregations have faced additional challenges: discerning when it is safe to regather. We’ve begun the 
transition through outdoor worship. If you haven't joined us at Rec Park, please give it a try. It’s de-
lightful! Soon we’ll be in our sanctuary.  
Remember: Do No Harm … Do Good … Stay in Love with God! May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.    Romans 15:13 

Medical Tip of the Week and more ….. By Dennis 

 Fully vaccinated people are safe for now in Jo Daviess County 
 

 See Jay’s report in this issue.  For those of us over 65 and fully vaccinated JDC is one of the safest 
places to be in the country.  Take your masks off.  Enjoy the summer.  BUT…  Keep looking over 
your shoulder.  Right now, the Pfizer, Moderna, and J&J vaccines are effective against the four 
widely circulating variants.  This could change on a dime.  As soon as a resistant variant emerges 
and lands anywhere in the US, resume social distancing, masking, rigorous hand washing, etc.  Be 
vigilant.  Stay informed. 
 

 Readying the church for our first service on July 11 is coming along well.  The carpet, the pew 
cushions, the four large chairs on the dais, the kneelers, etc. have all been steam cleaned.  ALL 
THE WAX IS OUT!  The pews have been cleaned.  The sanctuary and narthex look spectacu-
lar.  Sherry and crew are going through the Fellowship Hall, storeroom, kitchen, and mail-
room.  Things are being sorted out.  Some obvious trash has been discarded.  The ladies set quite 
a lot aside on a “Trash or Treasure” table.  Your call.  Come to the church Thursday June 17 to help 
with kitchen cleanup and June 24 from 10 – 2 and help finish things up. Stay tuned.  Come and join 
in the fun.  Be alert to Sherry’s emails or watch the church newsletter for information. Thank you 
in advance. 

 

Update  ...from Jay   COVID-19 Jo Daviess County updates     06/14/2021 

• There are 0 people in isolation with active disease. 
• There are 0 people in quarantine 

• There are no additional clinics at Midwest Medical Center planned as the need at this time for  
mass clinics has greatly decreased. 

• The CDC covid data tracker as of 06/13: 12,604 fully vaccinated (59.4% of total population), % of 
population 18 and over is 71.8%, % of population 12 y/o and over is 67.2%, % of population 65 
and over is 99.1% 

•  Current inventory: 220 doses of Moderna and 45 doses of Janssen (J/J) 
•  As of Friday, June 11 the State of Illinois is in Phase 5. 


