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Galena UMC 
Recovery & ReTurn Report 

June 30, 2021  Week #54 

Galena’s  

ReTurn Team 
Dale Henze – Chair 

Dennis Irwin   

Charlene Price  

Patricia Allen–Stewart 

Bill & Sherry Marc 

Jay & Hillary Dickerson  

Dave & Judy Biegon 

Karen Hughes 

Darcy Muehliep 

Pastor Catiana McKay 

Weekly Update … from Dale  
 

Welcome back to church! 

That statement might seem a bit odd because, as you know, we 
have had church every week online or in the pavilion at recreation 
park.  Yet, there is just something powerful and amazing about 
meeting together as the church! Especially when it has been many 
months since we met together in our Sanctuary! 

These past months have been quite trying, to say the least for all of 
us. For our pastor here at the Galena United Methodist Church, I 
am sure the building has felt quite empty every time she walked 
through it.  Missing were the sounds of praise reverberating in the 
Sanctuary. Also missing were the voices of our children, youth, and 
adults as we fellowship and worship together. 

 
Notes from Charlene... 

As we continue our in-
persons gatherings, let us 
not forget how important 
our phone calls and notes 
are. “Staying in touch” truly 
blesses both the giver and 
the receiver in all times. 
Heart connections never 
grow old. Hold our church 

family close. 

We are happy to report that we will be back in our sanctuary on Sunday, July 11th.  The church 
will be physically ready…..  all we need is YOU to join us.  We will have few limitations for those 
who are fully vaccinated.  We are planning social time following the service in the prayer garden 
with liquid refreshments (coffee, water, etc.).  We will not be offering cookies, cakes, etc….  not 
yet.  

So please plan to join us for our 10am Sunday service on July 11th.  We are looking forward to 
seeing you in our beautiful church sanctuary.  Remember, 10am summer hours.  
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Blessings … from Pastor Catiana 
 

It’s hard to really imagine not worshiping in our sanctuary for over a year but as Dale reminded us,  
we have not missed a week where worshiping together wasn’t a possibility! It felt different and  
stretched our Imaginations but through the blessings of technology and a bit of “learning something 
new”, we managed not only to worship and meet, but we began to grow a new digital ministry. 
We’ll be working on developing this outreach ministry for some time but least it’s been set in  
motion.  May we let that Spirit motion propel us into a time of spiritual formation and visioning with  
a prayerful dependence upon the Holy Spirit for wisdom. Thanks be to God! 

Remember: Do No Harm … Do Good … Stay in Love with God!  
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.    Romans 15:13 

Medical Tip of the Week and more ….. By Dennis 

Is It Over?  
We are all pretty much behaving and interacting normally.  As far as I know all of our adult 
church members have been fully immunized.  If you are immunized you should be well-
protected against all circulating strains of Covid-19, including the delta variant that will 
probably be the dominant strain in the United States in the near future.   But remain cau-
tious.  There is a large pool of unvaccinated people who can be a source for the emer-
gence of new and more virulent Covid-19 variants that could be resistant to the currently 
available vaccines.  As long as there are large numbers of adults who are not immunized, 
we remain at risk.  As I said in a previous Return Report, keep looking over your shoul-
der.  If a new and resistant strain of Covid-19 appears anywhere in the US, mask up im-
mediately and resume your well-practiced Covid-19 routine.  Don’t wait to be told.  In an-
swer to the question, “Is it Over?”, George Rutherford, MD, University of California San 
Francisco, provides the following perspective about what will likely happen assuming no 
resistant variants emerge.
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• No, it is not over 
• Lower vaccination coverage in some groups/areas coupled with more transmissible variants 
will mean small clusters of disease will persist 
• However, at some point this summer we will achieve herd immunity at least regionally if not 
statewide 
• What about schools? 
  Schools can and should be reopened 
  Teachers, eligible students (e.g., ≥ 12) and family members should be vaccinated to prevent 
 home and school transmission to younger children 
  Whether additional mitigation is needed (e.g., masks) should depend on levels of immunity 
 (natural plus vaccine-acquired) in population 
 Herd immunity will protect school-age children, too! 

[1] Rutherford, G. COVID-19 Delta Variant: Will the Current mRNA Vaccines Sustain Effectiveness Against 

the Delta Variant? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xR-LbraMlgs, Accessed 6/29/2021. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xR-LbraMlgs

